
Catching Up With Jordan DeSalvo 
Submitted by Tad MacMillan, Foothills Alumni Transition Coordinator 

 

Jordan DeSalvo was the keynote speaker at this December ’s Foot-
hills Charter High School graduation. His speech was both motivational 
and powerful, encouraging us all to realize that no matter how difficult 
our situation might be, if we just keep trying, things will get bet-
ter. Jordan DeSalvo, a 2018 graduate of Foothills Charter High, does 
not just talk the talk, he walks the walk. Jordan attended Foothills while 
he was an inmate at Burruss Correctional Facility. Despite being in 
prison, Jordan made the most of his time there. In fact, Burress site di-
rector, Dr. Mequanta McCord, said that Jordan “worked hard to com-
plete his courses and earn a high school diploma…Mr. DeSalvo is a 
great model for our corrections students. He hung in there and his hard 
work is now showing off.”  Now, four years later, Jordan is still a model 
for all of us, demonstrating how a positive attitude, a desire to learn, 
and an unwillingness to give up can change your life for the bet-
ter.  AND at December’s graduation, he eloquently shared his ideas 
about Foothills, about challenges, and about life. His speech was both 
moving and motivational.   
 
When asked to speak at graduation, Jordan said, “I am glad to share my story.  Even if I help just one 
other person, it is worth it.”  Since graduating from Foothills, Jordan has accomplished so much. He 
graduated with two associate degrees from Georgia Northwestern Technical College ( two Applied Sci-
ence degrees in Industrial Systems of Technology and Instrumentation and Controls). He graduated with 
these degrees in December in 2021 and currently works for a global company as a service technician.   
 
Continued on page 2... 

Foothills Education Charter High School Student Success Newsletter January 2023 

In This Issue 

 Update: Jordan De-

Salvo 

 Message from the 

Superintendent 

 Student Spotlights 

for the New Year 

 

Message from the Superintendent 

Foothills saves futures and lives—it’s as simple as that. Of course, it’s not “simple” at all. Our 

work takes the creative and dedicated efforts of leaders, site directors, teachers, counselors, 

support staff, and—mostly—the students themselves. 

With that in mind, Jordan DeSalvo’s story is a great lesson for all of us and reminds us that 

there are many pathways to success, and that any obstacle can be overcome with focus and 

work. You, too, can do anything you set your mind to! 

And I love the New Year’s resolutions Student Spotlights and comments and words of wisdom. 

Again, it is our students who remind us every day what it takes to succeed and why we do our 

work. Happy New Year to all of you, and thank you for all you do to continue to give meaning to 

our work and change lives.  

.—Sherrie 

THE FOOTHILLS REVIEW 

          Jordan DeSalvo at work 
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Catching Up With Jordan DeSalvo, continued… 
 

Jordan’s company has offices and/or factories in Tennessee, Michigan, California, Connecticut and oth-
er places.  He likes his job and he gets to travel to some of the places they have offices. In his current 
position, there is room to move up and qualify for raises. One day, he may move into either engineering 
or sales. For now, he plans to continue his aspiration to become even more financially secure in 2023. 
As you may already have heard, he bought his own home in 2019. He is currently looking into buying 
some rental property and to get into investing in stocks and bonds, developing his passive income 
streams, concepts that he learned about in the financial literacy courses taught at Foothills.  
 
Additionally, Jordan petitioned the court and the judge agreed to end his probation and clear away his 
court fines. Jordan thanks Melanie Brittain, Foothills Regional Director for Student Services, for go-
ing to court twice to speak on his behalf. He says the judge listened and was clearly impressed with 
what Foothills is doing. (The recidivism rate for the average inmate at Burruss, Phillips, and Arrendale is 
about 33%, but for inmates with a Foothills diploma, the recidivism rate is less than 1%.)  Jordan said 
the judge was surprised at the positive impact that Foothills Charter High is having. Jordan said it would 
have been easy to have given up and think that he didn’t have a chance, but he says that by constantly 
holding himself to a higher standard and by accepting support from others, good things have happened 
for him. A big thanks to Melanie Brittain for her support!   
 
Regarding resolutions for 2023, Jordan will continue to focus on developing his financial freedom.  He 
also wants to get in the gym more. He stresses that the key is to not get complacent and to always be 
ready to grow. He says, “Education is key. Life is all about what you make it. Although we all have bad 

times in life, it is how you respond to those bad times that define you.” He sees the key as not dwelling 
on your past but instead, setting goals for yourself and continually working toward those goals. After 
graduation, Jordan said, “it is just the beginning—there is so much you can get out of your education. It 
opens doors and gives you a foundation to help you grow. Tough times make the best of you.”  Now, 
more than four years later, his Foothills education continues to help him accomplish great things.  We 

are so proud of you Jordan. Thanks for giving back to Foothills!  

—————————— 

Student Spotlights for the New Year 
Submitted by Tad MacMillan 

 
It is a New Year and as we start 2023, many of us are reviewing 
our resolutions and intentions for the coming year. Reflecting on 
your goals and how your behavior and decision-making is going 
to change (or stay the same) so you can accomplish those goals 
is time-honored practice at the start of the year. It is also a 
healthy thing to do. Justin Kennedy, neuroscientist and au-
thor of “Brain Reboot,” writes that, “Setting ambitious goals for 
yourself is conducive to health and happiness, and…it is best if 
your motivation is in alignment with living a meaningful life and 
enjoying fulfilling relationships. Goals are great!”   
 

Continued on page 3... 

The Foothills Vision 

Foothills Education Charter High School strives to be an accessi-

ble, high-quality high school option that is flexible and respon-

sive to the needs of the People of Georgia and its communities.  
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Student Spotlights for the New Year, continued... 

So with that in mind, Foothills Spotlight decided to ask some of our graduates what their goals were for 
the coming year and any advice they had for our current students. Erin Penland, a December gradu-
ate from Greene Foothills, is currently attending Georgia Coastal College, studying biomedical scienc-
es. Erin, who is taking some very difficult core courses such as chemistry, chemistry lab, algebra, and 
English, advises our students to be confident. She says that Foothills clearly showed her that she could 
do the work and that she had more potential than she realized and a goal for 2023 is being confident 
and believing in herself. Erin says students should focus on themselves, do what you know you can do, 
and don’t compare yourself to others. Good advice for all of us!   

Trent Lollar, a recent graduate and our valedictorian from Jasper Foothills, advises current 
Foothills students to “keep with it because there are a lot of opportunities at Foothills.” Trent, is currently 
working as an electrical apprentice, and as he plans for the future, he wants to buy his own home.  Trent 
says it is important that Foothills students take the courses that will help them prepare for what they 
want to do one day. In his case, it was important that he did well in math classes because as an electri-
cian, having basic math skills is critical.    
 
Skylar Brown, a December graduate from the Barrow-Sims Foothills site, proudly looks back at her 
time at Foothills and says that Foothills gave her the chance to develop her potential. She says she 
never would have graduated without Foothills and thanks all the staff that motivated her and inspired 
her. Her 2023 New Year’s resolutions include working to be a better person and just having a better 
outlook on life. She is currently volunteering at the Barrow County Animal Control Center and hopes to 
start to work there in May, when she turns 18. Her advice to current Foothills students is to keep push-
ing. She says, “Stay strong because no matter how dark the day is, there are brighter days ahead. You 
need to stay strong.” She adds, “You should never stop learning because life will continue teach-
ing.”  Skylar’s passion is working with animals and she has an impressive plan to make that happen in 
2023.  

Ethan Hanson graduated in 2021 from Morgan Foothills, and he is currently attending Georgia 
State University at the Newton Campus, studying computer science with the goal of getting into pro-
gramming and development. Ethan currently builds computers on his own and sells them online. His 
goal for 2023 is to make A’s in his classes so he can qualify for the Hope or Zell Miller grant. Ethan took 
some time off after graduating and he advises Foothills students to not take a break before going to col-
lege or getting some training.  Ethan says that he would not have come back to college if Michele Ram-
sey from the Alumni Transition team, had not called him every couple of months to check on 
him. We are glad Ethan is enrolled now and on his way.   
 
As 2023 gets off to a good start, I am reminded of how much we can learn from our students.  They are 
an impressive crew, doing a variety of things, but it is clear that they are grateful for how Foothills sup-
ported them and excited about their future possibilities. Additionally, each of them encourage our cur-
rent students to keep trying, no matter how hard it might seem, because things will get better. It seems 
that so many of our students are wise beyond their years and have a lot that they can teach us.   
 
Here’s to us continuing to learn together in 2023. Happy New Year! 
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